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AN unprecedented gathering of community activists, architects, planners, and artists met in 

Glasgow School of Art yesterday to plan the transformation of a number of public spaces in 

Glasgow as part of the city's celebration of architecture and design in 1999. The forum, which 

continues today, will result in a bid for funding to the Millennium Commission estimated 

yesterday to be in the region of £10m. The project, Transformations on the Edge, involves up 

to 20 sites of very different sizes across the city, including Easterhouse, Possil, Govanhill, 

and Partick. Ms Pauline Gallacher, initiatives director for 1999, said: ``The ambition is to do 

something that works and is not simply a piece of street decoration. Housing association 

clients have developed a degree of sophistication in handling houses and streetscaping. 

``There is an active debate about how to improve public spaces in a northern climate and in a 

culture that is increasingly indoor. ``The city doesn't have the funds to deliver projects of 

millennium quality but we want to be able to celebrate the achievements that have been made 

in these areas and the community ownership of the process.'' A number of housing 

association representatives travelled to Barcelona earlier this year to assess an initiative there 

which had kick-started housing development, she said. Yesterday, the Spanish architect who 

masterminded that scheme in the early 1980s, Enric Miralles, addressed the forum in the 

Mackintosh lecture theatre. Artist Alison Turnbull, who contributed a bold lighting design to 

a new building in Bellgrove Street in the city's East End, was working yesterday with 

representatives of Govanhill Housing Association. Their plans for a site at the junction of 

Aitkenhead Road and Cathcart Road included the rebuilding of an archway from the 

demolished St Ninian's Church. Mr Robert Farrell of the association said: ``We've been doing 

up Govanhill for 21 years and nearly 2000 houses have been rehabilitated. Now we want to 

create a new gateway into the area.'' Ms Turnbull said her role had been to bring creative 

input into the plans. ``My work is fairly minimal so I tend to strip things down to the 

essentials. I don't like the idea that public art is one thing and `art' is another. At Molendinar 

Park, something monumental was made of something as intangible as light.'' Architect Chris 

Platt and landscape architect Stephen Bridge, who were also working with the Govanhill 

team, estimated its cost at #1.25m. Other schemes being developed yesterday included a play 

area in Possil for Hawthorn Housing Co-operative and a large site in Mansfield Street, 

Partick. Ms Gallacher said: ``Ten percent of the land area is vacant at any one time in 

Glasgow and these projects should be seen as exemplars. The next step is a coherent public 

spaces strategy.'' 
 


